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BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Print/Copy: Guided Notes
Supplies: Note Cards

GOALS

O B J ECTI VES

•

Understand the origins of the Palestinian
refugee problem.

•

Students will compare between Palestinian
refugees and other refugee groups.

•

Appreciate the complexity of the Palestinian
refugee problem today.

•

Students will talk about the factors that
worsen the Palestinian refugee problem
today.

•

Learn about Jewish refugees from Arab
countries after the 1948 War.

•

Students will tell the story of Jewish refugees
from Arab countries.

I NTRO

( 1 MINU TE)
The Palestinian refugee problem is one of the most controversial issues associated with the
Arab-Israeli conflict today. It takes center stage in Israel’s peace talks with the Palestinians,
alongside the issues of borders, security and control over Jerusalem.
In this lesson we will learn how Palestinians became refugees, what is perpetuating their suffering, and what may be necessar y to solve or at least alleviate their current predicament. We
will also compare their stor y to that of other refugee groups in the world, and to the stor y
of former Jewish refugees from the Middle East.
STEP UP
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R E F U G E E S

POS T- F I L M ACTI VI TY
THE THINK TANK
( 25 MINU TES )

G OA L
For the students to understand the complexity of the Palestinian refugee crisis.

Sample
INS TRU CTI O NS

1 Divide the class into three groups, and give each group the Handout. Explain to the
students that the Handout lists three potential solutions to the Palestinian refugee crisis.
2 Assign each group one of the three solutions to debate.

3 Allow 10 minutes for group discussion, and then invite a representative from each team to
explain why their proposed solution makes the most sense.

4 Assign three students—one from each group—to be student judges and pick the winner—
the team with the most persuasive solution.

CLASS CO NCL US I O N
If we want to deepen our understanding of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict today, it is helpful
to look back at the 1948 war, understand how Palestinians became refugees, and realize what
is perpetuating their suffering. As we learned today, the political reality is complex and there
are several key players involved in this debate: Palestinian and Arab leadership, the State of
Israel, the international community and UNRWA. Finding a solution to the problem is no
simple task, but a good star ting point is to have an open and candid conversation about past
events and present realities.
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